
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF MEETING – April 26, 2018 
(Please visit the WPS website for detailed and official meeting minutes.) 

 

 

 The School Committee (SC) unanimously voted to not become a School Choice district for the 

2018-2019 School Year.  

 Student Representative to the SC, Maggie Jackson, reported on academic, athletic and 

extracurricular activities at Walpole High School (WHS). 

 The talented and hard-working students of the WHS Choral Program were present with Choral 

Director, Ashley Prickel-Kane.  The students performed two wonderful songs for the SC. 

o Recently, the Chorus earned a Silver Medal at the MICCA Choral Festival. 

 French students Erin Ledwith, Derrek Buchanan, Catherine Stanton and Matt McLaughlin, as well 

as Ms. Kaytlyn Affane (Johnson Middle School French Teacher) and Ms. Val Lucas (Bird Middle 

School French Teacher) presented reflections on their class trip to Quebec. 

o They talked about learning history, geography, culture, experiencing new foods, using their 

learned French, and making new friends. 

 The SC unanimously voted to approve the following self-funded field trip: 

o Bird Middle School and Johnson Middle School Grade 8 class celebration to Canobie Lake 

Park, Salem, New Hampshire on June 19, 2018. 

 The SC unanimously voted to ratify the Memorandum of Agreement between the School 

Committee and AFSCME Council 93, Local 1957, Teacher Aide and Cafeteria Unit. 

 The SC unanimously voted to accept the superintendent and elementary principals’ recommended 

that the last day of school for Kindergarten be the same as grades 1-11 next year. The amended 

2018-2019 School Year Calendar is posted on the school district website, found at 

http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/about/calendars_and_times 

 Dr. Kenney gave an inventory of current initiatives for social-emotional learning in the District. 

The list of programs is posted on the school district website, found at www.walpole.k12.ma.us. 

 A summary was provided of the Parent/Student Night held at WHS on Tuesday, April 24.  

o The featured speaker was Dr. Elizabeth Englander, a professor of Psychology and the 

founder and Director of the Massachusetts Aggression Reduction Center (MARC) at 

Bridgewater State University.  

o MARC is a Center which delivers programs, resources, and research for the state of 

Massachusetts and nationwide.  

o Dr. Englander is a nationally recognized researcher and expert in the area of bullying and 

cyberbullying, childhood causes of aggression and abuse, and children’s use of technology. 

o The presentation Power Point is posted on the website, found at www.walpole.k12.ma.us. 

 The MSBA Statements of Interest (SOI) were filed electronically on Friday, April 6th.  Original 

Board of Selectmen and SC Meeting Minutes showing the votes authorizing the School 

Committee to file these SOI’s were mailed to the MSBA on Wednesday, April 11, 2017. 

 Dr. Lynch gave an update on Circuit Breaker funding. The House Senate passed a supplemental 

budget which will be used to mitigate the Special Education funding deficit.  

o A note of gratitude was extended to the Walpole Legislative Delegation for their continued 

support. 

 The Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) Day On The Hill was held on 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018. Many critical issues for Massachusetts public schools were discussed 

with policy makers. 

 The next regular SC Meeting will be May 17, 2018 at the Walpole Public Library. 
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